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WORLD PREMATURITY DAY 2021 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mental Health) [1.06 pm]: I make this 
statement today representing the Minister for Health. 
I rise to inform members of the house that Wednesday, 17 November is World Prematurity Day 2021. The global theme 
for 2021 is “Zero Separation—Act now! Keep parents and babies born too soon together.” World Prematurity Day 
raises awareness of the challenges and burdens of preterm birth for babies, their families and the community. 
Approximately 3 000 families per year are affected by prematurity in Western Australia. Another way of saying 
this is that one in 12 pregnancies is preterm; the rate is almost doubled amongst Aboriginal and disadvantaged 
communities. Preterm birth has a significant impact on families and the community in WA, as preterm birth is the 
most common cause of death and disability in the first five years of life. Raising awareness of preterm birth is the first 
step to lowering preterm birth rates. In recognition of World Prematurity Day, the facade of Perth Children’s Hospital 
will be illuminated purple. 
The enormously successful WA Preterm Birth Prevention Initiative has continued to evolve with the preterm birth 
prevention clinic at King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women. The clinic offers support for women who have 
a complex medical history that puts them at higher risk of delivering a preterm baby. The clinic is staffed by specialist 
obstetricians, midwives and sonographers, and women receive an individualised management plan. The clinic aims 
to refer women back to their usual healthcare provider once the personalised plan is in place, but a small number 
of women will need ongoing care at KEMH with either the preterm birth prevention clinic or the high-risk obstetric 
antenatal clinic. 
The Women and Newborn Health Service is grateful to have on staff one of the world’s leading authorities in the 
prevention of preterm birth, Professor John Newnham. His 35-plus year contribution to the field of obstetrics has 
positively impacted and saved the lives of countless women and infants. 
I encourage honourable members to find more information on the Women’s and Children’s Healthcare Australasia 
and the Australian Preterm Birth Prevention Alliance websites. 
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